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This was thought an insolence upon the king, and
gave all good people a detestation of such haughty
behaviour; and thus the hopes of peace vanished;
both sides prepared for war with as much eagerness
as before.
The parliament was employed at this time in what
they called modelling their army; that is to say,
that now the independent party beginning to prevail,
and, as they outdid all the others in their resolution
of carrying on the war to all extremities, so they
were both the more vigorous and more politic party
in carrying it on.
Indeed tke war was after this carried on with
greater animosity than ever, and the generals pushed
forward with a vigour, that, as it had something in
it unusual, so it told us plainly from this time, what-
ever they did before, they now pushed at the ruin
even of the monarchy itself.
All this while also the war went on; and though
the parliament had no settled array, yet their regi-
ments and troops were always in action., and the
sword was at work in every part of the kingdom.
Among an infinite number of party skirmishings
and fight this winter, one happened which nearly
concerned me, which was the surprise of the town
and castle of Shrewsbury. Colonel Mitton, with
about twelve hundred horse and foot, having intel-
ligence with some people in the town, on a Sunday
morning early broke into the town, and took it,
castle and alL The loss for the quality, more than
the number, was very great to the king's affairs.
They took there fifteen pieces of cannon, prince
Maurice's magazine of arms and ammunition, prince
Rupert's baggage, above fifty persons of quality and
officers: there was not above eight or ten men lulled
on both sides; for the town was surprised, not
stormed. I had a particular loss in this action; for
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